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According to a report appearing in the New York Times (10/14/90), police are engaged in an
"underground campaign" to rid Guatemala City of street children. Thus far in 1990, at least 40
children have been tortured and killed by police. In a single incident in June, eight children were
kidnapped from a downtown street by men in a jeep. Investigators said the bodies of three of the
boys were found shortly thereafter, minus ears, eyes and tongues. The regional office of Covenant
House, the New York-based child welfare organization, has launched a campaign on behalf of the
street children, and against the police atrocities. In a recent report, Children's Rights International,
a Pennsylvania-based child advocacy group, stated that it found a pattern including "extrajudicial
executions, cruel and life-threatening extrajudicial punishments, beatings and attempts to
intimidate witnesses...and the harassment of Covenant House street workers." According to
Amnesty International, there are at least 5,000 children living in the streets of Guatemala City. The
children survive by petty thievery, sniffing cobblers' glue, and prostitution. United Nations statistics
indicate that almost 9 in 10 Guatemalan families live in poverty, up from one in three 10 years ago.
The number of abject poor those who are unable to feed themselves increased from one in eight to
almost one in three during the 1980s.
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